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The Critical Role of IAQ
in Healthcare

Indoor air quality (IAQ) is a core element of patient care
and facility management. Air quality affects recovery,
staff well-being, and the potential spread of airborne
pathogens. Gaps erode trust, drive inefficiency, and create
compliance risk. This guide helps Florida and Georgia
professionals navigate key IAQ standards and implement
sustainable programs.

The Regulatory
Landscape

National and state requirements govern
ventilation, humidity, pressurization, and filtration.
Many AHJs (Authorities Having Jurisdiction)
adopt the FGI Guidelines, which incorporate
ASHRAE 170 ventilation requirements.

Surveyors, including The Joint Commission,
evaluate compliance against applicable codes
and referenced standards. A proactive, well-
documented program supports both safety
and readiness.
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Understanding ASHRAE 170

ASHRAE 170 defines ventilation parameters for healthcare
spaces, including air changes, pressure relationships,
temperature, humidity, and filtration by room type.

Examples include:
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Operating Rooms Patient Rooms Isolation/Protective
Minimum air change rates Minimum outdoor air and Environments
and positive pressure relative total ventilation rates for Specific pressure and
to adjacent spaces to occupant health. filtration requirements.

limit contamination.

Use ASHRAE 170 alongside FGI
and your AHJ's adoption to align
design and operations.

®
ASHRAE Additional Standards & State Regulations

Beyond ASHRAE 170/FGlI, consider CDC guidance, CMS
Conditions of Participation, and state health department
rules. Compounding pharmacies must meet USP
<797>/<800> for sterile and hazardous drug handling

in addition to ventilation requirements. Coordinate
requirements with your AHJ and pharmacy leadership.
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Regional Realities That
Shape IAQ Performance

Across the Southeast, humidity, storm activity, and seasonal
particulates increase moisture loads and contamination
risk. Facilities need verified ventilation, controlled humidity,
and routine system hygiene to stay compliant and ready

for inspection.

Florida's Humidity Battle

High humidity stresses HVAC systems and
encourages microbial growth on coils and in ducts,
increasing contamination risk. Sustained humidity
control, system hygiene, and documentation are
essential in coastal and subtropical zones.

Georgia's Competitive
Pressure

In metro markets like Atlanta, demonstrably strong
IAQ is a visible marker of operational excellence that
supports patient confidence and staff retention.
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Beyond Compliance:
A Strategic Partnership

Carolina IAQ is a division of Carolina Filters, Inc.

With more than 50 years in filtration and a nationally
certified team, we partner with facilities to move from
reactive fixes to proactive programs backed by testing,
data, and clear documentation.

Comprehensive Indoor Air HVAC System Cleaning

uality Audits Deep coil, unit interior, and duct
Calibrated testing and on- cleaning restore heat-transfer

site evaluation establish your efficiency and cleanliness to
environmental baseline and support ventilation targets.
identify risks.

Advanced Filtration Solutions Program Documentation

Guidance on filter selection,
MERV/HEPA applications, and
change-out intervals to meet
room-type requirements.

Clear reports and trend
data to support surveys and

continuous improvement.

The Value of
Proactive Maintenance

Planned service schedules help avoid costly
failures, reduce energy waste, and maintain a
steady state of compliance readiness.
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From Standards to
Sustained Performance

Indoor air quality is a core operational
discipline, not a one-time fix. Florida's

humidity and Georgia's competitive landscape
raise the stakes, which makes a proactive
program essential. Facilities that align with
applicable standards, verify performance

with calibrated testing, and maintain system
hygiene create safer environments, reduce risk,
and improve uptime.

Carolina IAQ partners with healthcare teams
to put this into practice. We combine on-site
assessments, data-driven reporting, targeted
cleaning, and the right filtration strategy to
sustain compliance and performance across
critical spaces.

Let’s build your facility plan. Schedule an
on-site consultation to get started.
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